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Thank you for purchasing Arturia's KeyLab mk3!
This instruction manual covers the use of Arturia's KeyLab mk3 and provides specific details
on its features, so you can take full advantage of this powerful keyboard controller. Whether
on the road, in the studio, or at home, we are confident that the KeyLab mk3 will become
an indispensable tool in your kit.

In this package you will find:

• KeyLab mk3 controller keyboard
• USB-C to USB-A cable
• Registration card with the codes you need to register the unit at

www.arturia.com and activate the included software titles (see below).

Be sure to register your KeyLab mk3 as soon as possible! There is a sticker on the bottom
panel that contains the serial number of your unit and an unlock code. These are required
during the online registration process. You may want to record these elsewhere or take a
photo of the sticker in case it becomes damaged.

Registering your KeyLab mk3 gives you access to all these software titles:

• Analog Lab Pro
• Mini V
• Piano V
• Augmented Strings
• Rev PLATE-140
• Ableton Live Lite
• Native Instruments The Gentleman
• Melodics subscription and bonus lessons
• Loopcloud subscription and sounds

MIDI Control Center

The MIDI Control Center app can be freely downloaded from Arturia Downloads & Manuals.
Please install it now; you will need this app when and deep-editing the settings in KeyLab
mk3.

Arturia Software Center

Arturia Software Center is a remote client for your Arturia account, letting you conveniently
manage all your licenses, downloads, and updates from one place. In short, this is where
you manage your Arturia plugins.

When you install Analog Lab, Arturia Software Center will be installed too.

You can also go to this web page: Arturia Downloads & Manuals.

Look for the Arturia Software Center near the top of the page, and then download the
installer version for the system you’re using (Windows or macOS).

http://www.arturia.com/
https://www.arturia.com/login
https://www.arturia.com/support/downloads-manuals
https://www.arturia.com/support/downloads-manuals


Once Arturia Software Center has been installed, proceed to do the following:

• Launch Arturia Software Center (ASC).

• Log into your Arturia account from ASC’s interface.

• Scroll down to the 'My Products' section of ASC.

• Click on the 'Activate' button next to the software you want to start using (in this
case, Analog Lab.

It's as simple as that!

KeyLab mk3 is easy to use and you’ll probably start experimenting with it right out of the
box. However, please be sure to read this manual even if you are an experienced user, as
we describe many useful tips that will help you get the most out of your purchase.

We're sure you will find the KeyLab mk3 a powerful tool in your setup and we hope you'll
use it to its fullest potential.



Special Message Section

Specifications Subject to Change:

The information contained in this manual is believed to be correct at the time of printing.
However, Arturia reserves the right to change or modify any of the specifications without
notice or obligation to update the hardware that has been purchased.

IMPORTANT:

The product and its software, when used in combination with an amplifier, headphones or
speakers, may be able to produce sound levels that could cause permanent hearing loss.
DO NOT operate for long periods of time at a high level or at a level that is uncomfortable.

If you encounter any hearing loss or ringing in the ears, you should consult an audiologist.

NOTICE:

Service charges incurred due to a lack of knowledge relating to how a function or feature
works (when the product is operating as designed) are not covered by the manufacturer’s
warranty, and are therefore the owner's responsibility. Please study this manual carefully
and consult your dealer before requesting service.

Precautions include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Read and understand all the instructions.
2. Always follow the instructions on the instrument.
3. Before cleaning the instrument, always remove the USB and/or power cable.

When cleaning, use a soft and dry cloth. Do not use gasoline, alcohol, acetone,
turpentine or any other organic solutions; do not use a liquid cleaner, spray or
cloth that's too wet.

4. Do not use the instrument near water or moisture, such as a bathtub, sink,
swimming pool or similar place.

5. Do not place the instrument in an unstable position where it might accidentally
fall over.

6. Do not place heavy objects on the instrument. Do not block openings or vents
of the instrument; these locations are used for air circulation to prevent the
instrument from overheating. Do not place the instrument near a heat vent at any
location with poor air circulation.

7. Do not open or insert anything into the instrument that may cause a fire or
electrical shock.

8. Do not spill any kind of liquid onto the instrument.
9. Always take the instrument to a qualified service center. You will invalidate your

warranty if you open and remove the cover, and improper assembly may cause
electrical shock or other malfunctions.

10. Do not use the instrument with thunder and lightning present; otherwise it may
cause long distance electrical shock.

11. Do not expose the instrument to hot sunlight.
12. Do not use the instrument when there is a gas leak nearby.
13. Arturia is not responsible for any damage or data loss caused by improper

operation of the instrument.



Introduction
Congratulations on your purchase of Arturia's KeyLab mk3!

KeyLab mk3 is a class-compliant MIDI controller keyboard, capable of harnessing the
power of practically any software instrument and DAW. It has been designed to enhance
your workflow so you can spend less time using computer peripherals and focus on
creating music. KeyLab mk3 integrates seamlessly with Arturia's Analog Lab software,
placing over 2,000 presets from a large amount of instruments at your fingertips.

Main features of the KeyLab mk3:

• Use with any MIDI software, plug-in, or device
• Arpeggiator includes random mode
• Chord mode with preset and user chords plus strumming
• Full integration with Ableton Live, Bitwig Studio, Cubase, FL Studio, and Logic Pro
• Track and Transport control of the most popular DAWs
• Fast sorting of Analog Lab presets helps you find the perfect sound quickly
• 49 or 61 semi-weighted keys with velocity- and pressure-sensitivity (aftertouch)

in custom made keyboard
• Scale mode makes sure you stay in the right key
• Pitch bend and modulation wheels
• 9 MIDI-assignable encoders, 9 faders, (all customizable) and RGB buttons, pre-

configured to work with Analog Lab instruments
• 12 backlit RGB Pads with velocity- and pressure-sensitivity (channel aftertouch)
• Works with the MIDI Control Center software to edit control assignments and

global settings
• Large TFT screen
• Connectors: MIDI In/Out, USB, sustain pedal, expression pedal, and aux pedal

Be sure to visit the www.arturia.com website and check for the latest firmware, download
the MIDI Control Center, and check out the tutorials and FAQs. We are sure KeyLab mk3 will
help take your creativity to the next level.

Musically yours,

The Arturia team

http://www.arturia.com/
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1. GETTING STARTED

1.1. Connecting KeyLab mk3

We recommend that you install Analog Lab and the other included software before reading
this manual. Be sure to register and authorize your software on the Arturia website.

1.1.1. Connecting via USB

Connect KeyLab mk3 to your computer using the included USB cable. Power and MIDI is
supplied through this connection.

KeyLab mk3 is a class-compliant USB device, so its drivers are automatically installed when
connecting to a Mac. Your controller keyboard will be ready to use within a few seconds
after power-up.

� For Windows users: The Arturia USB MIDI Driver, installed along Analog Lab, is necessary to use the
KeyLab mk3 with the Analog Lab and DAW integration.

1.1.2. Connecting via MIDI

If you'd like to use KeyLab mk3 to control external devices without a computer attached,
simply use an optional 12V DC 1.0A power supply.

Connect a MIDI cable between KeyLab mk3’s MIDI Out connector and the MIDI In
connector of one of the external devices. From there you can daisy-chain the MIDI signal
through further devices. Better yet, use a MIDI patchbay; this will help avoid an
accumulation of lag time as the data passes through each device.

KeyLab mk3 can output MIDI via USB and MIDI ports simultaneously.

1.2. Front Panel Layout

KeyLab mk3 comes in 4 different versions.

Black or white with 49 keys

� 
')*'!�����(�'���%*�#���-����$"������))!% ��)�')��
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The 49 and 61 key models are entirely identical in terms of functionality. However, due to
the smaller physical size of the 49 key models, some buttons and the two wheels have been
moved to the left of the keyboard as opposed to the main panel of the larger model.

1.3. Selecting Program at Startup

When you first power on KeyLab mk3, you are greeted with this page.

• User lets you customize your KeyLab mk3 to control anything.
• Arturia is the mode where you control plugins like Analog Lab and V Collection

instruments.
• DAW lets you control your Digital Audio Workstation directly from KeyLab mk3.

We'll get further into the details later on in this manual. For now, we suggest you select
Arturia to start playing some sounds in Analog Lab. You do so by turning the Main Encoder
to the Arturia Program and pressing it to load. You load sounds by turning the Main Encoder
and clicking it to confirm.

Black or white with 61 keys
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